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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OECD, UN, PORG 

SUB J : OECD OBSERVER STATUS AT THE UN 

REFS: (A) PARIS 22007, (B) STATE 168812 (BOTH NOTAL) 

1 . AT DECEMBER 9 COUNCIL MEETING, SEC-GEN VAN LENNEP 
AGAIN RAISED ISSUE OF OBSERVER STATUS AT UN FOR OECD. 
WHILE U.S. AND JAPAN, AND OTHER NON E-C COUNTRIES 
SAID THEY COULD GO ALONG WITH PROPOSAL (REF B) E-C 
COUNTRIES RECITED INDIVIDUALLY WELL REHEARSED NEGATIVE 
RESPONSE DETERMINED IN CAUCUS OF NINE. NAGGING 
DOUBTS AS TO VALUE OF OBSERVER STATUS, VAGUE 
STATEMENT OF POLITICAL RISK EVOLVED, ESPECIALLY 
DANGER THAT SEC-GEN MIGHT BE UNDERSTOOD BY LDCS TO 

BE SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF ALL OECD COUNTRIES, WERE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PARIS 37124 211520Z 

CITED BY E-C COUNTRIES AS REASONS TO WITHHOLD APPROVAL. 

2. SEC-GEN REJECTING E-C ARGUMENTS URGED RECONSI- 
DERATION AND SAID HE WOULD RETURN TO ISSUE AT A 
FUTURE COUNCIL MEETING. 

3. COMMENT: SECRETARIAT PRIVATE OFFICE OFFICIAL 
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(ALEXANDER) STATED THAT SEC-GEN WAS NOT DISCOURAGED 
BY THIS LATEST TURNDOWN. PLAN IS NOW TO WORK TOWARD 
OBTAINING ADDITIONAL SUPPORT WITH CLEARER ASSURANCES 
FROM THE SECRETARIAT RE CONCERNS CITED PARA. 1. ITEM 
WILL PROBABLY COME UP AGAIN IN LATE WINTER OR EARLY 
SPRING. 
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